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'faar IDD?

élebal OK needed ot

missing assets

Dresy Nurhayati
Thie Takarta Pestidiesd Dy Hafd

olid international coop-

eration is needed 1o

regover stolen Indone-
sian assats from oversess, the
head of the Corruption Eradi-
cation Commbasion (KPR) said
Wednescdoy,

Addressing  the DMaking
Inten:ai_[nuu] Anbicorruplion
Standards Operation: Asset
Recovery and Mutnal Legal
Assislance seminar, KPR head
Taufiequrrahman Ruki sald
the country’s law enforcers
needed to actively broaden
their networks in order to he
able to cooperate with global
law enforcement agencies to
eage the process of recovening
the stolen assets and obtain
legal assistance in different
jurisdictions,  rdatme=i

“Corruntlare can be a fnan-
cial erime with no state
bounderies, considering that
the criminal proceeds ase
often lawndered and  hidden
overseas, Therefore, the tracing
and repovering of stolen assels
ame importani issues in the
agenda of corruption han-
dling,” Taufiequrrahman said
in his opening remarks,

He saled the global anticor-
ruption campaign had gained
momentum with the establish-
ment of the United Mations
Convention Against Cormap-
ton (UNCAC) in 2003, with
Inddonesia being one of the
countries  participating  in
dealting  the document. As
many as 146 countrics world-
wide have signed the TINCAC,

Tn AN, Tndonesia’s Howse

of Representatives ratified the
convention.

An anti-corruption special-
ist &t the Intermational Center
for Aszset Recovery, Greta Fen-
ner, sdid the complexity of
asset recovery wis that stolen
MOmEy Was aften moved from
one country to another, so that
investipators needed to be very
ekillful in tracing the monay
and following esch country’s
jurisdictions,

“It 15 not enough to merely
jail those who are eomupt .
we should bring - back  the
eountry’s assels in case they
enjoy their money again affer
cernpleting their sentences,”
she said.

“There have been internd-
tional enmventions o fight cor-

ruption, but each country
peeds Lo implement  the
treaties in accordanes with
their regpective lows.”

<The International serminar
was - attended by 170 guests,
maost of whom were experts
and, investigators  divectly
imwolved in the handling of big
corruption cases, including
those of former Philippines
president Ferdinand Mareos,
the furmer Migesan presldent
Sani Abacha and Viadimom
Montesinos, a right-hand man
and asecurity advizor of foe-
mer Peruvian president Alber-
in }'u]ilnilr:.

Mal Nuhu Ribadu, execus-
tive chairman of Migeria's
Eeosomie  and  Finaneial
Crir:r,l_'u Commiggion [EFCC.I
who handled the Abacha case,
saded that a strong political will
from the Indonesian govern-
ment amd @ _|g||n|l j'uliid!i"..i] gya=
temn were needed to tackle cor-
ruplion  cases cand  recover
stolen asseis,

‘. Therefore, the trac-
ing and recovering
of stolen assets are

important issues
in the agenda of
corruption handling”

— Tnuficqurenhman Ruki
HPH Chairman

“The (Indonesian) govern-
ment should work by them-
golves Birst and show the world
their anticorrupiion commit=
ment, including by bringing
corrupt state officials to court.
If they have managed to waork
internally, the international
communtty will back them
and give them assistance to get
back their assets," he sald.

Sinve the EFCC was estab-
lished in 200F, it has suceess-
[ully andled some 400 grait
cases in MNigerls and eonvicted
200 perpetrators, inclading
higth=level oificials, and hes
recovered mom: than LSS5 hil-
lion in stolen assets,

Wi are facing diffioulties in
handling the cases since cor-
ruption has been eonsidered a
common thing in our gover-
nance, We also have to fight
apainst the corvuptors that am
able to do anything they want
to oppose us, but we |keop
working hagd,” Ribadu said,



